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South Italy. It embittered the relations between Eastern
and Western Christians during the period of the crusades,
and its fatal influence extended down to the fall of Constanti-
nople in 14<53,
Pope Victor        To succeed Leo IX, Henry nominated his friend bishop
11	Gcbhard of Eichstiidt, who took the name of Victor II.   He
did not arrive in Rome until 1055, and he only survived the
Emperor by one year, dying in 1057. Just for a few months
his experience was invaluable to the helpless Agnes. Had
he survived, she would have had a powerful and loyal friend
to strengthen her in the work of government. As it was, the
co-operution of Emperor and Pope that had worked so happily
during the last ten years of Henry Ill's reign was now at
an end, and a new era of separation and hostility was to begin.
The changed       Imperial nomination ceased at once, for there was no
after*10"      Emperor and, more important, no patricius.   All the same,
Henry Ill's it was again a German, Frederick of Lorraine, cardinal and
death	abbot of Monte Cassino, who in August 1057 was elected Pope
Pope        ^  with the name of Stephen IX.    This does not mean, however,
Stephen IX  ^mt ^ influence of the German court was responsible, but
rather that the reformers at Rome were strong enough to
obtain the election of one of their number.    It was certainly
significant that they should choose the brother of that Godfrey
who had defied imperial authority and was usurping its place
in Central Italy.   They gained thereby an ally, and this may
have determined their choice, for the Papacy was politically
in a weak position, especially in the face of Norman aggression.
For the same reason, it was necessary to keep on good terms
with the German government, and Stephen dispatched an
embassy, with Hilclcbrand at its head, to obtain the assent
of Agnes, on her son's behalf, to the election.   This it secured,
but before its return to Rome the Pope was dead, another
German victim to the Italian climate, after a reign of little
more than six months.
His chief contribution to the work of reform was to add
a notable figure to the Curia by making Peter Damian cardinal
bishop of Ostia* This hermit-monk, an ardent zealot, was a
valuable champion of reform, especially because of his
unworldliness and single-mindedncss. In spite of the forceful
phrases in which he excelled and which have often been quoted

